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TOSEC 12, ZFF- WHITE HOUSE CAIRO IERUSALEM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, XF 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE 

WHITE HOUSE PLEASE PASS SAM 86970 

GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

BEIRUT PASS DAMASCUS 

1. FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM STORY BY WILLIAM COUGHLIN 
APPEARING TODAY IN LA TIMES AND PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER. WE 
NOT AWARE ANY WIRE SERVICE HAS PICKED STORY UP. 

2. DEPARTMENT WILL RESPOND IF ASKED ABOUT QUOTES 
ATTRIBUTED TO US AMBASSADOR THAT THIS IS SPECULATION 
AND THAT WE HAVE NO FURTHER COMMENT. 

3. BEGIN QUOTE: 

BOTH ARAB LEADERS AND WESTERN DIPLOMATS WERE DEEPLY 
CONCERNED THURSDAY OVER THE POSSIBILITY OF AMERICAN MILITARY 
INTERVENTION TO SEIZE MIDDLE EAST OIL FIELDS DESPITE 
PENTAGON MOVES TO EASE THE TENSION. 

ASKED IF THE ARABS WERE NEEDLESSLY APPREHENSIVE ON 
THE SUBJECT, THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR TO AN OIL-PRODUCING 

NATION TOLD THE LOS ANGELES TIMES: QUOTE: I WISH THEY 
WERE. UNQUOTE. 

HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SOME PENTAGON HAWKS HAVE BEEN 
PRESSING FOR JUST SUCH AN INVASION. HE WARNED IT COULD 
LEAD ONLY TO DESTRUCTION OF A MAJOR PORTION OF THE 
WORLD S OIL SUPPLY BUT TO A HOLOCAUST, WITH FALLOUT 
EFFECTS SIMILAR TO THOSE OF AN ATOMIC BOMB... 
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THE AMBASSADOR SAID IT WOULD BE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE 
TO PUT OUT THE FIRES RESULTING FROM SUCH EXPLOSIONS. 
FURTHER, HE SAID, PREVAILING WINDS WOULD CARRY THE DENSE 
SMOKE CLOUDS ACROSS THE PERSIAN GULF TO POPULATED IRAN, 
WHERE THE FALLOUT OF SULPHUR DIOXIDE COULD RESULT IN THE 
DEATHS OF THOUSANDS... END QUOTE. RUSH 
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